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The complexity in the advice and management of herring and sprat in areas IV and IIIa is 
caused by the overlap between stocks, area and fisheries: two overlapping herring stocks 
(North Sea autumn spawning (NSAS) herring and western Baltic spring spawning (WBSS) 
herring), five fleets (three for human consumption and two for industrial use), TACs by area 
and scientific advice by stock, etc. In addition, there are further ramifications because different 
member states hold different TAC shares for the different areas. This DST visualises the trade-
offs in close collaboration with relevant stakeholders in the Pelagic Advisory Council. Under 
the current management regime (i.e. WKHERTAC), the TAC splitting is done according to the 
management plans for North Sea herring, the management strategy for WBSS herring and 
the Bescapement strategy for North Sea sprat. Five management scenarios have been 
evaluated representing five different ways of splitting the TACs for the three fish stocks (North 
Sea herring, North Sea sprat, western Baltic herring): 
 

 Biological: make calculations as close as possible to following Fmsy advice per fish 
stock; 

 Simple: make “back of an envelope” calculation of possible TACs; 

 HERTAC: account for all political agreements currently in place; 

 Industrial: double the F in industrial fisheries; 

 Landing obligation: Transfer 9% of the sprat TAC to North Sea herring outtake. 
 


