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Characteristics of the demersal fisheries

+ Large number of commercial
species (more than 100), but few
of them dominate the catches)

+ The fleets: Bottom trawlers &
small coastal vessels that use a
variety of gears

+ Typical multi-species fisheries
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Management measures & targets

Input management through various control effort schemes that include:

+ spatial & temporal fishing restrictions

+ gear specifications

+ minimum landing size regulations

+ fishing license controls

0 Measures are applied through the EU Common Fisheries Policy (CFP)
and National legislations

0 The target is to achieve MSY levels for all stocks - rather difficult in
such a multispecies fishery
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Study areas

Focuses on two management areas:

+ Aegean Sea

+ Balearic Sea
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The studied fisheries

Aegean sea

+ About 12000 artisanal vessels

+ Bottom trawlers <280

+ Current stock status hardly known
(information dated back to 2008)

+ Hake, in particular, is considered
over-exploited

Balearic Sea

+ About 350 artisanal vessels

+ Bottom trawlers ∼ 30

+ Several stocks are considered
over-exploited, notably hake
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Objectives

Examination of the short-medium term effects of different management
schemes and targets on:

+ Fisheries* (catch levels, economic yield, viability)

+ Stock levels & trends

*Bottom trawlers and artisanal vessels
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Results - Balearic Sea

+ Bringing effort around to optimal levels for the main stocks improves
yield and profits
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Results - Aegean Sea

Fishing around MSY for the most threaten stock (hake):

+ slightly increases yield

+ but...considerably profits

Overcapacity seems an important problem,
particularly for artisanals
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