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Welcome to 
Myfish!

Anna Rindorf

DTU Aqua

Project coordinator



A bit of history
Under FP7, a call for project proposals was posted in 2011:
Beyond Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) in fisheries: defining
management targets and their consequences

Aims of the project were to be: 
i. provide operational definitions of MSY variants
ii. evaluate the effects of aiming at different MSY variants 
iii. develop an operational framework for the implementation of MSY 

variants in practical management settings for all types of EU 
fisheries 

Expected impact
– Ensure successful implementation and subsequent development of 

the new CFP 
– Provide a guide for policy makers to select operational targets and 

adopt appropriate management instruments.
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So what is MSY anyway?
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BMSY is the average spawning biomass when fishing at FMSY

under constant conditions for a long time



But what’s the problem with MSY?

• Big fish eat small fish

• Fish are caught in mixed fisheries

• ‘All the shelves in the store are never full at the 
same time’

• Things are never constant in the sea

• Having the average largest tonnage does not 
ensure ecosystem, economic and social aspects

• How can we adapt fisheries management to 
incorporate these challenges?
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Redefining MSY in Myfish by 
splitting it into two components:

Maximise and Sustain

• Decide what we want to 
maximise: tonnes, landed
value, net revenue, 
happiness…

• Decide what we want to 
sustain and at which levels



All aspects of yield are investigated

• Tonnes of fish

• Gross value of landings

• Net value of landings

• Local acceptance



…and sustainability too

• Ecosystem indicators such as those used by 
Member States under the MSFD

• Additional ecosystem indicators suggested by 
stakeholders and scientists as highly relevant

• Economic indicators such as economic viability
of fleets

• Social indicators such as employment and the 
distribution on benefits to different fleets and 
Member States as well as qualitative aspects
such as social acceptability and inclusiveness
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Structure of MYFISH

• In WP1, we define what to 
maximise and sustain

• In WP2, we evaluate trade
offs

• In WP3, we discuss the         
proposed implementation
plan with stakeholders

• In WP4, we synthesise
results

• In WP5, we disseminate



Regions and cases

• Baltic Sea

• North Sea

– Shallow and Mixed 
demersal

• Western Waters

– Irish Sea, Celtic Sea, Bay 
of Biscay and Iberian Sea

• Mediterranean

– Balaeric Islands and
Aegean Sea

• Widely ranging
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Then what happened?
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• The new CFP!

– Discard bans

– Multiannual plan definition

– FMSY ranges

• Stocks with growth and survival
problems!

• FMSY estimates change quickly

• But the task to provide input to 
Multiannual plans remained



What then?
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• Calm down!

• FMSY ranges, variability and mixed 
fisheries are specific topics in 
Myfish

• The demand to provide advice
increased

• The project provided a unique
opportunity to co-evolve the 
implementation of the new CFP 
invovling both science, 
stakeholders and managers in the 
process



Concerns raised along the way…

• Why do you work outside the current CFP and 
it’s interpretation?

• Why do you advice on socioeconomic
considerations?

• Why do you include stakeholders in the 
process when they are not decisionmakers?

• Will stakeholders not get the wrong
impression of their impact?
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What do we hope to gain
today?

• The project will finalise in just 4 days

• We would like to present our main results to you

• The spirit of the project is to be inclusive and your views
will be engaged througout the day

• Together, we hope to get ideas to move European 
fisheries management forward

• After the meeting, we will produce a report on the main
comments and conclusions which will be available at our
website
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Let’s get started!
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