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Symposium Programme

4

Sessions

SESSION 1: Introductory Session

The journey to set targets and limits in fisheries management. 

Session contents
The main part of this session focuses on the history of the MSY concept and the journey of setting targets and limits on 
world’s fisheries and its implication for today’s fisheries management.

Keynote speakers: Poul Degnbol (AAU) and Pamela Mace (MPI, NZ)

SESSION 2: Science and Management in a Societal Setting

Conveners: Barrie Deas (NFFO), Robert Stephenson (DFO Canada/UNB) and Anna Rindorf (DTU Aqua)

Session contents
This session concentrates on how science is brought to reflect societal priorities, how management is brought to reflect 
scientific advice in practice and how adaptive management can be implemented in slowly reacting legislative systems. 
This session initiates the scientific sessions to ensure that application in practice is brought into focus before hearing the 
scientific presentations as society and implementation is a top priority of the work presented. The session is subdivided 
into three smaller interactive sessions, each of which is initiated with short talks to spark discussion. These short talks are 
meant to spark discussion and are elevator talks or pecha-kucha talks rather than longer scientific talks. Each session has 
an appointed facilitator and rapporteur who together will write a synthesis based on all presentations in their subsession 
and the subsequent discussion. The sessions will end with group summaries presented in plenary and a panel discussion 
with the facilitators in each group. 

Barrie Deas
Barrie Deas has been Chief Executive of the National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisation (NFFO) 
since 1995. He is Chairman of the North Sea Advisory Council’s Demersal Working Group, a member of 
the Executive Committee of the North West Waters Advisory Council and a vice-president of Europeche.

Robert Stephenson
Robert Stephenson has been a research scientist with the Canadian Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO, St. Andrews Biological Station) since 1984, and is currently Visiting Research Professor at 
the University of New Brunswick (UNB). He is Principal Investigator of the Canadian Fisheries Research 
Network – a Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC)-funded network that is linking 
academics, industry and government in collaborative fisheries research across Canada.  Stephenson 
has worked extensively on the ecology, assessment, and management of Atlantic herring, and more 

broadly on issues related to fisheries resource evaluation and Fisheries Management Science.  Current research interests 
include the integration of ecological, economic social and institutional aspects of management, development of integrated 
coastal zone management, implementation of the ecosystem approach (particularly in fisheries and aquaculture), and 
development of policies and strategies for sustainability of marine activities.  

Anna Rindorf
Anna Rindorf works on investigating and modelling predator-prey interactions, growth, survival and 
spatial distribution of commercially exploited fish stocks in the North Sea, on estimating management 
reference points to ensure MSY and precautionarity and on the quantification of trade offs between 
different ecosystem considerations and the use of trade off information in management. She coordinates 
the FP7 project Myfish and is head of the Technical University of Denmark (DTU) section on Ecosystem 
Based Marine Management. Read more about Anna Rindorf here:

www.dtu.dk/english/Service/Phonebook/Person?id=39786&tab=1
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