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SESSION 4: Incorporating Knowledge on Trade-Offs and Conflicting Objectives into Decision 
Making

Conveners: Cathy Dichmont (CSIRO) and Niels Hintzen (IMARES)

Session contents
This session will focus on approaches to incorporating scientific advice on trade-offs and conflicting objectives into
decision-making. Of importance are implemented examples that can be applied by other fisheries as well as techniques
used to convey complex information from scientists to managers and other stakeholders. As a result, both successes
and failures are equally important. Furthermore, the session will include case studies that articulate how scientifically 
based decision-making has been supported while still articulating uncertainty, trade-offs and conflicts and those that 
place these conflicting objectives into broad contexts (whether over species and ecosystem, or across the whole socio-
ecological system).

Cathy Dichmont
Cathy Dichmont has a national and international reputation in stock assessment, modelling natural 
systems, natural resource management, shared fisheries stocks, and management strategy evaluation 
(MSE) and has led numerous collaborative and multi-disciplinary projects. She has more 20 years of 
experience in temperate and tropical marine ecosystems at international and regional levels. She was 
a key contributor to bio-economic modelling that rejuvenated prawn fishing in the Gulf of Carpentaria, 
received the CSIRO Medal for Research Achievement and leads the Resource Use and Assessment 

Research Stream in the CSIRO Wealth from Oceans Flagship. Read more about Cathy Dichmont here:
www.csiro.au/Organisation-Structure/Divisions/Marine--Atmospheric-Research/CathyDichmont.aspx

Niels Hintzen
Niels Hintzen works with translating results from data analyses to mathematical models, performing 
statistical analyses and using this to simulate future management scenarios. He is lead scientist on 
assessments of herring stocks in Europe and horse mackerel in the South Pacific and he currently 
chairs the ICES working group on herring assessment. Read more about Niels Hintzen here:
www.wageningenur.nl/en/Persons/Niels-Hintzen.htm
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