\ W/

CPEW

=
7 \\\ CHARITABLE TRUSTS

MSY objectives in the reformed CFP

Ambitious objectives. How ambitious is implemention?

Markus Knigge - Senior advisor to Pew
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MSY in CFP Basic Regulation

2.  The CFP shall apply the precautionary approach to
fisheries management, and shall aim to ensure that exploitation
of living marine biological resources restores and maintains
populations of harvested species above levels which can
produce the maximum sustainable yield.

In order to reach the objective of progressively restoring and
maintaining populations of fish stocks above biomass levels
capable of producing maximum sustainable vyield, the
maximum sustainable yield exploitation rate shall be achieved
by 2015 where possible and, on a progressive, incremental basis
at the latest by 2020 for all stocks.
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Fuisy - Progress so far
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Figure 10: Arithmetic mean value of the F'/Fysy ratio by vear.

Monitoring the performance of the Common Fisheries Policy (STECF-15-04)
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Fuisy - Progress so far

Commission Communication: Consultation on 32 TACs < Fyqy (52%)
Fishing Opportunities 2016) 30 TACs > Fy,cy (48%)

Dataset: Stocks with MSY estimates in North-East Atlantic and adjacent waters.
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/maritimeaffairs _fisheries/consultations/fishing-opportunities-2016/

doc/com 2015 239 annex en.pdf

Pew analysis of 95 TACs for 2015 in NW waters 39 TACs < Advice (41%)

Dataset: 95 TACs with scientific advice in North-East Atlantic and adjacent 56 TACs> Advice (59%)

waters (North, Celtic and Irish Seas, and Atlantic west of Scotland).

http://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/Assets/2015/05/ 5
AllowableCatchesinEuropesNWWatersApril2015.pdf?la=en 36% ave rage amou nt

above scientific advice
across TACs
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Fuisy - Progress so far

Who is behind this?
* Commission proposess some TACs above F,,q,
 Commission/Council agreement to keep some TACs stable;
* Council sets TACs above F,,,:

* No socio-economic evidence justifying delay;

* No incremental progress;

* Insome cases TACs move away from F, .
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Above B,,., - Progress so far

i ar

 Comission has not requested
information on B/B,,.,;

 No debate what ,,restoring and

maintaining stocks above B, “
actually means.

October 30t, 2015



My,

“PEW
Multi-Annual Plans — Progress so far?

Commission proposal for the Baltic:
* Different objectives for different species;
* Ranges include F>F,,.;
* Recovery target B;,.
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Evaluating progress towards #CFPreality

EU Commission communication on fishing opportunities for 2016:
- Objective to rebuild to B,,s, (as opposed to above B, );
- No information on F/F,, or B/B,,c;
- Confusing information:
- “36 TACs in line with MSY”
- “26 stocks fished at levels corresponding to MSY”
- “32 stocks fished at or below F,c,“
- ~ 100 times “MSY” without F, B, or Y

. = El]ropese Commissie
§\ Commission europé enne
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Evaluating progress towards #CFPreality

EU Commission communication ,,36 fisheries in line with MSY*“
- Whatis “In line with MSY“? F,cy, Bysy"

?
- lIrish Sea Sole —really in line with MSY?
- Below B;_;

lim~

ICES advice zero TAC;

TAC 90 tonnes in line with MSY framework

- I &f;‘, el ;
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Evaluating progress towards #CFPreality

EU Commission misquoting ICES advice?

P C ission - Press r

Commission proposes Baltic Sea fishing opportunities for 2016: more stocks
than ever to be fished at sustainable levels

Brussels, 2 September 2015

Commission proposes Baltic Sea fishing opportunities for 2016: more stocks than ever to be
fished at sustainable levels.

The European Commission today tabled its proposal on fishing opportunities in the Baltic Sea for 2016.
This is the annual proposal for the amount of fish that EU fishermen may catch from the Baltic Sea's 10
main commercial fish stocks, also known as Total Allowable Catch (TAC). For 7 of the 10 stocks, the
available data from the Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee on Fisheries (STECF) and the
International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) has allowed the Commission to propose
catch limits at sustainable levels, or within what is known as the Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY), for
more stocks than ever before. The EU aims to achieve MSY for all fish stocks by 2020 at the latest.

Based on today's proposals, the Total Allowable Catch for all stocks, except salmon, would decrease by
about 15% compared to 2015. It would be set at approximately 565 692 tonnes. The catch limit for
salmon, which is measured in pieces rather than tonnes, would increase by 6%, to 115 874.

More specifically, the Commission proposes to increase the catch limits for herring in the Western and
Central Baltic, as well as for Baltic Main Basin salmon, and plaice. Decreases in the remaining Baltic
Sea fish stocks either reflect the natural fluctuations within the MSY range or are linked to the
improved perception of stocks’ status as a result of recent data revision.

The Council will discuss the Commission’s proposals with a view to their adoption at its October
meeting. If adopted, the proposals will apply from 1 January 2016.

Herring

Under the Commission’s proposals, all four Baltic herring stocks would continue to be fished at MSY
levels, as was already the case in 2015.

A continuing improvement in Western and Central herring stocks has allowed the Commission to
propose increased catch limits for both stocks. The quota for Western herring would increase by 12%
to 24 797 tonnes, and for Central herring by 9% to 177 505 tonnes.

In contrast, Bothnian Sea herring would experience the biggest overall TAC decrease in 2016: a drop
of -35%, to 103 254 tonnes. This reduction reflects ICES' decision to change the way this stock is
assessed. The Commission expects that this change will improve the quality of ICES' assessment of
fishing stocks in the coming years.
The Commissi_or_1 also_proposed-te-decrease tive TAC for Riga herring-by ~21%, to 30 623 tonnes.

( In line with ICES' advice, the Commission proposed to decrease the TAC for Eastern Baltic cod by 20%, )
% ,,,t° 41 143 tonnes.

Data shows that Western cod stocks are overfished and have fallen below sustainable biclogicat 1lrn|ts
The Commission expects Member-States within-the Council to-agree-on-effective and adequate
additional measures in order to improve the status of this stock. As the Commission is still awaiting
additional data from ICES, it has not yet proposed a quota for this stock.
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ICES
ICES Advice on fishing opportunities, catch, and effort CIEM
Baltic Sea Ecoregion Published 29 May 2015
8.3.3 Cod (Gadus morhua) eastern Baltic stock in Subdivisions 25-32 (Eastern Baltic Sea) and

Subdivision 24

stodadvm

¥ ICES advises that when the precautionary approach is applied, catches in 2016 for the eastern Baltic cod stock should be no‘--"“
more than 29 220 tonnes.

Catch per unit effort (cpue) from the Baltic International Trawl Survey (BITS) of fish larger than or equal to 30 cm has
decreased between 2011 and 2014. There has been a steep decline of harvest rate between 2004 and 2003, followed by a
slight increase.
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Figure 8.3.3.1  Eastern Baltic cod stock in ivisi 25-32 and 24. Upper panel: catches in Subdivisions 25-32 (in
thousand tonnes), divided in official landings and estimated discards, and catches of the eastern Baltic cod stock taken in
Subdivision 24. Lower left panel: stock size indicator, calculated as cpue (kg hour?) of fish 2 30 cm from the 1st and 4th
quarters, from the BITS survey in Subdivisions 25-28. Lower right panel: harvest rate (catches of the eastern Baltic cod
stock/SSB proxy).




#CFPreality?

Not yet:

- Overfishing continues - so far;

- Risk that objectives are watered
down;

- No meaningful reporting on progress.
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How science can support #CFPreality

Communication:
- Make relation to CFP reform requirements explicit;

- Address misinterpretation;
- Evaluate CFP progress in digestable format (annual state of EU
fish stocks report).

MSY research questions:
- Assessment B/B,,;
- How much above B,,.,?
- Management strategy evaluations;
- Social & environmental criteria for allocation of fishing
opportunities.
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Thank you

mknigge-consultant@pewtrusts.org
W @fishknigge
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