
MSY	
  objec*ves	
  in	
  the	
  reformed	
  CFP	
  
Ambi*ous	
  objec*ves.	
  How	
  ambi*ous	
  is	
  implemen*on?	
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  -­‐	
  Senior	
  advisor	
  to	
  Pew	
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MSY	
  in	
  CFP	
  Basic	
  Regula3on	
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  FMSY	
  -­‐	
  Progress	
  so	
  far	
  

Monitoring	
  the	
  performance	
  of	
  the	
  Common	
  Fisheries	
  Policy	
  (STECF-­‐15-­‐04)	
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FMSY	
  -­‐	
  Progress	
  so	
  far	
  

Source	
   Finding	
  

Commission	
  Communica*on:	
  	
  Consulta*on	
  on	
  
Fishing	
  Opportuni*es	
  2016)	
  
Dataset:	
  Stocks	
  with	
  MSY	
  es*mates	
  in	
  North-­‐East	
  Atlan*c	
  and	
  adjacent	
  waters.	
  
hUp://ec.europa.eu/dgs/mari*meaffairs_fisheries/consulta*ons/fishing-­‐opportuni*es-­‐2016/
doc/com_2015_239_annex_en.pdf	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

32	
  TACs	
  ≤	
  FMSY	
  (52%)	
  
30	
  TACs	
  >	
  FMSY	
  (48%)	
  
	
  	
  

Pew	
  analysis	
  of	
  95	
  TACs	
  for	
  2015	
  in	
  NW	
  waters	
  
Dataset:	
  95	
  TACs	
  with	
  scien*fic	
  advice	
  in	
  North-­‐East	
  Atlan*c	
  and	
  adjacent	
  
waters	
  (North,	
  Cel*c	
  and	
  Irish	
  Seas,	
  and	
  	
  Atlan*c	
  west	
  of	
  Scotland).	
  
hUp://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/Assets/2015/05/
AllowableCatchesinEuropesNWWatersApril2015.pdf?la=en	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

39	
  TACs	
  ≤	
  Advice	
  (41%)	
  
56	
  TACs>	
  Advice	
  (59%)	
  

36%	
  average	
  amount	
  
above	
  scien*fic	
  advice	
  
across	
  TACs	
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FMSY	
  -­‐	
  Progress	
  so	
  far	
  
Who	
  is	
  behind	
  this?	
  	
  
•  Commission	
  proposess	
  some	
  TACs	
  above	
  FMSY	
  
•  Commission/Council	
  agreement	
  to	
  keep	
  some	
  TACs	
  stable;	
  
•  Council	
  sets	
  TACs	
  above	
  FMSY:	
  

•  No	
  socio-­‐economic	
  evidence	
  jus*fying	
  delay;	
  
•  No	
  incremental	
  progress;	
  
•  In	
  some	
  cases	
  TACs	
  move	
  away	
  from	
  FMSY.	
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Above	
  BMSY	
  -­‐	
  Progress	
  so	
  far	
  
•  Comission	
  has	
  not	
  requested	
  

informa*on	
  on	
  B/BMSY;	
  	
  
•  No	
  debate	
  what	
  „restoring	
  and	
  

maintaining	
  stocks	
  above	
  BMSY“	
  
actually	
  means.	
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Mul3-­‐Annual	
  Plans	
  –	
  Progress	
  so	
  far?	
  	
  
Commission	
  proposal	
  for	
  the	
  Bal*c:	
  	
  
•  Different	
  objec*ves	
  for	
  different	
  species;	
  
•  Ranges	
  include	
  F>FMSY;	
  
•  Recovery	
  target	
  BPA.	
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Evalua3ng	
  progress	
  towards	
  #CFPreality	
  
EU	
  Commission	
  communica*on	
  on	
  fishing	
  opportuni*es	
  for	
  2016:	
  

-­‐  Objec*ve	
  to	
  rebuild	
  to	
  BMSY	
  (as	
  opposed	
  to	
  above	
  BMSY);	
  
-­‐  No	
  informa*on	
  on	
  F/FMSY	
  	
  or	
  B/BMSY;	
  
-­‐  Confusing	
  informa*on:	
  

-­‐  “36	
  TACs	
  in	
  line	
  with	
  MSY”	
  
-­‐  “26	
  stocks	
  fished	
  at	
  levels	
  corresponding	
  to	
  MSY”	
  
-­‐  “32	
  stocks	
  fished	
  at	
  or	
  below	
  FMSY“	
  

-­‐  ~	
  100	
  *mes	
  “MSY”	
  without	
  F,	
  B,	
  or	
  Y	
  



October	
  30th,	
  2015	
   myfish	
  symposium	
  on	
  targets	
  and	
  limits	
  for	
  long	
  term	
  fisheries	
  management	
   9	
  

Evalua3ng	
  progress	
  towards	
  #CFPreality	
  
EU	
  Commission	
  communica*on	
  „36	
  fisheries	
  in	
  line	
  with	
  MSY“	
  
-­‐  What	
  is	
  “In	
  line	
  with	
  MSY“?	
  FMSY,	
  BMSY?	
  	
  
-­‐  Irish	
  Sea	
  Sole	
  –	
  really	
  in	
  line	
  with	
  MSY?	
  

-­‐  Below	
  Blim;	
  
-­‐  ICES	
  advice	
  zero	
  TAC;	
  
-­‐  TAC	
  90	
  tonnes	
  in	
  line	
  with	
  MSY	
  framework	
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Evalua3ng	
  progress	
  towards	
  #CFPreality	
  
EU	
  Commission	
  misquo*ng	
  ICES	
  advice?	
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#CFPreality?	
  	
  
Not	
  yet:	
  	
  
-­‐  Overfishing	
  con*nues	
  -­‐	
  so	
  far;	
  
-­‐  Risk	
  that	
  objec*ves	
  are	
  watered	
  

down;	
  
-­‐  No	
  meaningful	
  repor*ng	
  on	
  progress.	
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How	
  science	
  can	
  support	
  #CFPreality	
  
Communica*on:	
  
-­‐  Make	
  rela*on	
  to	
  CFP	
  reform	
  requirements	
  explicit;	
  
-­‐  Address	
  misinterpreta*on;	
  
-­‐  Evaluate	
  CFP	
  progress	
  in	
  digestable	
  format	
  (annual	
  state	
  of	
  EU	
  

fish	
  stocks	
  report).	
  
	
  
MSY	
  research	
  ques*ons:	
  

-­‐  Assessment	
  B/BMSY;	
  
-­‐  How	
  much	
  above	
  BMSY?	
  
-­‐  Management	
  strategy	
  evalua*ons;	
  
-­‐  Social	
  &	
  environmental	
  criteria	
  for	
  alloca*on	
  of	
  fishing	
  

opportuni*es.	
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Thank	
  you	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
mknigge-­‐consultant@pewtrusts.org	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  @fishknigge	
  	
  


